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 As a boy, John Muir memorized the 
entire New Testament.  As an adult, he be-
came one of America’s outstanding natural-
ists.  Muir recognized the magic and mystery 
of God’s forests, mountains, streams, water-
falls and animals.  He founded the conserva-
tion group known as the Sierra Club. 
 Muir died in 1914, but his books are 
still widely read.  “Everybody needs beauty 
as well as bread, places to play in and pray 
in, where nature may heal and give strength 
to body and soul,” Muir wrote. 
 This summer, take time to visit a na-
tional park, a state park or another wilder-
ness area.  The great outdoors is a perfect 
place to connect with God, as well as to build 
lasting family memories. 

 
~The Newsletter Newsletter, August 2009 

Grace is a Gift 

 When we work an eight-hour day and receive eight hour’s pay for our efforts, that 
is a WAGE. 

 When we compete with an opponent and receive a trophy for our superior per-
formance, that is a PRIZE. 

 When we receive something in recognitions for our service or achievement, that is 
an AWARD. 

 But, when we can earn no wage, can win no prize and deserve no award—yet we 
receive such a gift—that is unmerited favor.  That is undeserved kindness.  That is GRACE. 

 

~The Newsletter Newsletter, August 2009  

The Benefits of Nature 

Vicksburg United Methodist Church 



In 1961, President John F. Kennedy inspired a generation when he said in his inaugural address, “Ask not what 
your country can do for you, ask what you can do for your country.”  I would like to challenge us to apply that same 
principle to our role as church members and live by the motto, “Ask not what your church can do for you, ask what 
you can do for your church.” 

Most of us, when we choose a church, make our decision based on what the church can provide to us.  We decide 
which church to attend because we like the music, we like the preaching, we like the youth group, we like the Bi-
ble study opportunities. etc.  Seldom do we choose a church because we believe this is where God is calling us to 
serve.  But should that not be the chief criterion?  When persons become members of the United Methodist 
Church, they promise to support the church with their prayers, their presence, their gifts, and their service.  Jesus 
warned about the seductive trap of emphasizing the benefits we receive from our faith rather than the service we 
can give.  When James and John said they wanted to sit at his right hand and his left in his kingdom, Jesus told 
his disciples, “Whoever wishes to be great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first 
among you must be slave of all.  For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve.” (Mark 10:43-45)  Ironi-
cally, it is in serving others that we receive the greatest blessing, as St. Francis of Assisi reminded us in his fa-
mous prayer, 

O Divine Master, 

grant that I may not so much seek 

to be consoled as to console; 

to be understood as to understand; 

to be loved, as to love; 

for it is in giving that we receive, 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

If you have internet access, go to www.tangle.com/view_video.php?viewkey=9a09dfa93c6f3e62b577 for a brief 
video called “The Gift of Worship.”  (This will be a lot easier to do if you are reading this newsletter online!)  You 
can also view it by entering “The Gift of Worship” in your search engine.  This video makes an important point 
about worship, but the principle applies to all of church life.  It’s not about us!  It’s about him!  What a countercul-
tural idea! 
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Pastor’s Article  

Worship Planning Volunteer Needed 

Do you enjoy working with children?  The Worship Planning Team is looking for someone to lead 
our Children’s Worship during the 11:00 worship service beginning in the fall.  Children’s Wor-
ship is offered to children ages 5 through the second grade.  If you believe God may be calling 
you to serve in this way, contact Pastor Buff or Brad Addis for more information. 
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WHAT CAN PRAYER DO FOR YOU?WHAT CAN PRAYER DO FOR YOU?WHAT CAN PRAYER DO FOR YOU?WHAT CAN PRAYER DO FOR YOU? 
 
Teach you how to live. 
Give you wisdom. 
Help you to be a better parent. 
Show you how to make the most of your life. 
Enable you to resist temptations. 
Make you more compassionate. 
Shelter you from emotional storms. 
Guide you out of toxic relationships. 
Help you deal with anger and rejection. 
Support you  as you say goodbye to a loved one. 
Teach you how to handle finances. 
Lift you up from grief. 
Help you break bad habits. 
Show you how to love. 
Lead you out of addictions. 
Help you to choose the right spouse. 
Make your pain bearable.                    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            WHAT CAN YOU GET FROM PRAYER?WHAT CAN YOU GET FROM PRAYER?WHAT CAN YOU GET FROM PRAYER?WHAT CAN YOU GET FROM PRAYER? 
                                                                        Strength 
                                                                        Courage 
                                                                        Patience 
                                                                        Total acceptance 
                                                                        Love 
                                                                        Hope 
                                                                        A counselor. 
                                                                        Trust 
                                                                        Comfort 
                                                                        Knowledge 
                                                                        Protection 
                                                                        Healing 
                                                                        Answers. 
 
                    All things are possible through prayer.All things are possible through prayer.All things are possible through prayer.All things are possible through prayer.  

Prayer 

Mission Moment 

Greetings from the front lines of mission work here at VUMC. 

It has been an incredible summer of work here this year. We have enjoyed the Amundsen family from the 
Red Bird Conference in Kentucky. We continue to house the Angel Food distribution. We have begun to collect 
school supplies for distribution through Generous Hands and South County Community Services. We have been 
able to fulfill our Lane 2 obligation by sending $120.00 to the Front Porch Orphans. We have continued to support 
both Generous Hands and South County’s Food Pantry with $100.00 checks going out to both. We helped the 
Methodist Children’s Home with $150.00. Much more has gone out to various other mission organizations and for 
the Peace with Justice offering, we sent out $182.00. Last, but certainly not least, we sent our youth on their mis-
sion trip with a $250.00 donation to the cause. 

It never ceases to amaze me that all I have to do is put a mission need out there and you invariably de-
(Continued on Page 4) 
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Mission Moment Continued 

Caring Corner—Member Care 

liver all that I ask and much more. Whenever I go to a district or conference event and am asked where I am from, 
when I say Vicksburg, I usually hear, “Oh, that’s the church of Sing Out, right?” or “You sure are passionate about 
missions there, aren’t you?” You make my job here appear very easy. 

So now I am going to ask, not for a specific mission program, but for money to pay our Ministry Shares. 
Not only is it necessary for us to pay them in full to become a “Six Lanes Church”, but 
many of the dollars are going to conference programs and international work of the 
church. Things like Africa University receive funds from our Ministry Shares. That institu-
tion of higher learning trains pastors in Africa, and if that isn’t front line mission work, then 
I don’t know what is. To that end, I ask you to please mark your calendar for Friday, August 
14th from 5:30 – 7:30 pm in the FLC. The Mission team is holding a CROCKPOT supper to 
raise funds for Ministry Shares. This is the evening following the end of Bible School. 
Please plan to attend and help us to pay more of our monthly ministry shares. They are 
about $3500.00 per month and as I stated last month, we DO NOT have a backup fund to 
help us pay them this year. At the time this was written only 2 of the 12 have been paid. 

Please help as you are able. 

 Thank you to all who came out to support our missionary Robert Amundsen and his family at the 
end of last month. The potluck was awesome as always (we do have some INCREDIBLE cooks in this family), and 
the program was so informative and inspiring. 

Please continue to keep all of our efforts in your prayers. Reaching out in our own backyard as well as all 
over the world is a humungous undertaking, but we have been charged with becoming something other than a 
“check box Christian”. Doing God’s work wherever we happen to be is our prime directive. 

God Bless you all for all that you have done and will continue to do in the name of VUMC. 

Spot light this month is on "Ladies Tea Parties" (and Gentlemen's gathering) 
 
For a few years, member care has been organizing elegant Victorian ladies tea 
parties for our "mature" ladies.  These themed gatherings help many who rarely 
get out to reconnect with old friends and make some new ones.  The mature 
gentleman have now jumped on the band wagon and are meeting separately 
while the ladies have their tea. 
 
Our next events are being planned for Wednesday, August 26 
 
If you would like to be a part of these fun gatherings either as a helper or a par-
ticipant, please contact Mary Ann Kudary 000-0000 Laurie Nic 000-0000, or Barb Bladt 000-0000 and they 
would be happy to get you involved and/ or send you an invitation. 
 

Laurie L. NicLaurie L. NicLaurie L. NicLaurie L. Nic 



Page 5 Volume 16, Issue 8 

Caring Corner—New Comer Care 

This week I was challenged when reading 1 Peter 3:15 when it says: ALWAYS be PREPARED to give an answer to 
EVERYONE who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have... with gentleness and respect. (My own 
emphasis.) It struck me, "Am I Prepared?" if someone asks me how to become a follower of Christ????!? And can I 
give them reason with gentleness and respect? 
 
I have memorized a handy dandy pneumonic that helps me remember the steps to leading someone to receiving 
Christ as their savior.  
 
A- Admit that I do wrong things (sin). 
B- Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ 
C- Confess that belief to others. (...a friend... your church... your youth group...) 
D- Disciple: Develop that relationship with Jesus through bible study, prayer, community & service. 
 
But I don't have the scripture verses memorized to back these up!  I am NOT prepared. :( So here they are: 
 
A- Romans 3:23, 1 John 1:9 
B- Acts 16:31 
C- Romans 10:9 
D- James 2:17 
 
I am challenging myself this month to memorize all of these scriptures and references so that I WILLWILLWILLWILL    BE    PRE-
PARED for anyone who asks.  I need all all all all of you to help keep me accountable and some some some some of you to take this chal-
lenge with me so that you too will be prepared as the bible tells us to be. Quiz me throughout the month and see 
how well I am doing! 
 
Love ya all lots!    Laurie L. NicLaurie L. NicLaurie L. NicLaurie L. Nic 

2009 WOW fliers are now available at the welcome center and on the church web sight. Get 
your copy now and invite a friend to join you at WOW this fall! 

Black and White copies of the WOW brochures will be mailed out in the September newslet-
ter. 

New Member/Guest Care invites you to attend an Idea Meeting Wednesday, August 12 at 
7:05pm in the Taylor Room If you have always wondered how you can make a difference at 
VUMC this is the place to be. We are looking for ways to reach out to our guests, new friends 
and new members along with providing the same spirited care to our established members.  If 
you are interested in joining our team or have ideas about the Welcome Center, Worship Cof-
fee Hour, Door Greeting, Goody Deliveries or helping in another way, please join us! 
 
See Kristen Hossink for details or to pass along your comments. 000-0000  
or send her a message on Facebook  



Heart & Hands Preschool 
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GREAT NEWS!      GREAT NEWS!      GREAT NEWS!      GREAT NEWS!      The National Kids Hope USA office recently gave our program and the students of Tobey Elemen-
tary an award for their efforts in connection with The Water Project.  Principal Mike Barwegen said he would be 
proud to have this displayed at the school, and we will have a copy here too. It will be presented to all the students 
at an assembly this fall.  In July students Brian and Kaleb did a podcast with Director Barb Bladt for Kids Hope. We 
were interviewed over the phone about The Water Project and it will be made available to all Kids Hope directors so 
that they can learn about what we did and what kind of an experience we had.  Check us out on our web page! 

A KIDS HOPE STORY FROM AUSTRALIA:      A KIDS HOPE STORY FROM AUSTRALIA:      A KIDS HOPE STORY FROM AUSTRALIA:      A KIDS HOPE STORY FROM AUSTRALIA:      Two mentors, Mr. Tom and Mr. Bob visit their children at school the 
same time each week and occasionally the four of them get together for an activity such as cooking, painting or 
card making. Last Week, when one child was unable to attend the mentoring session, her mentor wandered over to 
see what the other pair was up to.  After chatting for a while, Nathan, the other mentor's child, a very lively seven 
year old, piped up with, "I bet you wish there were two of me!" 

Kid’s Hope USA 

I can’t believe it is August already!  I know my boys are not even thinking about school yet, or at least not wanting to.  I, 
however, think about preschool and plan for preschool every day.   

We had two preschool get togethers this summer.  We met at Clark Park for some play time and a picnic in June.  Of 
course, it was the super hot week.  The children didn’t seem to mind, however.  In July we met at Prairie View Park at the 
beach.  It was so great to watch the children all playing together and getting along!  It’s amazing what not seeing each 
other for a while will do! 

Parent meetings are scheduled for Wednesday, August 26th and Thursday, August 27th at 6:30pm in the Family Life Cen-
ter.  Parents only need to attend oneoneoneone meeting.  These are adult only meetings, but if you need a babysitter let me know.  I 
can arrange to have one at the church.  Please remember to bring your calendars, as you will be signing up for workdays 
for September through December.   

Preschool orientation day for the 3 year olds is on Thursday, September 10th from 9am to 10am.  Preschool orientation 
day for the 4 year olds in on Friday, September 11th.  The morning class will meet from 9am to 10am and the afternoon 
class will meet from 12:30pm to 1:30pm.  The first day of preschool is on Monday, September 14th. 

There are still openings in the 3 year old class and the afternoon 4 year old class.  If you know of anyone who might be 
looking for a preschool, please let me know, as I would love the opportunity to tell them about Heart and Hands! 

I want to thank Diana Pomeroy, Aileen Greanya, Holly Fryling and Sandy Hanson for making school bags for me this year!  
I also want to thank Linda Olenczuk for making new bean bags for us!  I appreciate all of you for helping with these pro-
jects! 

Anyone want a frog?  I had ordered a frog bog last spring for preschool so the children could watch how a tadpole turns 
into a frog.  Well, the two tadpoles came after school was out.  One tadpole “croaked” within the first 8 hours.  The sec-
ond one has turned into a frog and is now eating crickets.  This is one of those “What was I thinking?” things. 

I am so looking forward to the new school year and to see what God has in store!   

Yours in Christ, Jill Hamilton 
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A Word from Finance 

Imagine…Imagine…Imagine…Imagine…    

…a child hearing about God’s love for the first time. 
…kids worshipping in powerful ways. 

…children praying for each other. 
…adults and teens modeling Jesus’ love to children. 

…the kids in our church sharing gifts of love with children who are hurting. 
…children serving each other. 

This summer, let’s transform our church into a misty bayou. Be a part of the vacation Bible school at Vicksburg 
United Methodist Church during August 10th -14th. It’s our goal to reach 80 kids with this program! That’s 80 kids 
who will grow in their relationship with God.  We’re praying this awesome VBS program will touch children’s hearts 
and lives with God’s love. Help kids in our community discover that: 

God is with us, God is powerful, God does what he says he’ll do, God gives us life, and God cares for us.God is with us, God is powerful, God does what he says he’ll do, God gives us life, and God cares for us.God is with us, God is powerful, God does what he says he’ll do, God gives us life, and God cares for us.God is with us, God is powerful, God does what he says he’ll do, God gives us life, and God cares for us.    

As we plan and prepare for Crocodile Dock, our team would appreciate your prayers. Pray that God would give us 
wisdom in planning. Pray for our staff members.  And pray that God would begin working in the hearts of the chil-
dren who will come to Crocodile Dock! 

All children ages 3 by Dec. 1, 2009 to those going into 5th grade are welcome!!  You may register on-line at our 
church website www.vicksburgumc.org or pick up a registration form at the Welcome Center. 

Children who will be entering 6th grade – 8th grades are welcome to be assistants this year.  Please contact Jill 
Hamilton by August 5th if you are interested.   

Thanks to all of you who have donated items for Croc Dock!  It may seem like a small thing 
to you, but it is a huge thing to me and the children that are going to benefit from your gen-
erosity!!  

If you have any questions, please contact Jill Hamilton at 649-2343, ext. 106. 

Yours in Christ, Jill Hamilton and Lisa Coe,Yours in Christ, Jill Hamilton and Lisa Coe,Yours in Christ, Jill Hamilton and Lisa Coe,Yours in Christ, Jill Hamilton and Lisa Coe,    Croc Dock DirectorsCroc Dock DirectorsCroc Dock DirectorsCroc Dock Directors    

Malachi 3:10  Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me 
in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour 

out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it."  

Please remember to give to the Lord during the summer so we may be a light shinning in the community. 
Electronic giving is available, please see Trish or fill out a form in the church folder to do this.  If we give God 
our first fruits HE will take care of us.  All bills are current at this time. 2 ministry shares have been paid. The 
building fund is behind for this year. Remember the donation box for Christian literature is in the back .  

God Bless, The Finance Committee 

Vacation Bible School 2009 
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Dear Church Family and Friends,Dear Church Family and Friends,Dear Church Family and Friends,Dear Church Family and Friends,    

It is time to get serious and think about our own personal commitments for fall. We have heardIt is time to get serious and think about our own personal commitments for fall. We have heardIt is time to get serious and think about our own personal commitments for fall. We have heardIt is time to get serious and think about our own personal commitments for fall. We have heard        a lot about this a lot about this a lot about this a lot about this 
form our wonderful lay speaker friends. They have been so marvelous in Buff's absence.form our wonderful lay speaker friends. They have been so marvelous in Buff's absence.form our wonderful lay speaker friends. They have been so marvelous in Buff's absence.form our wonderful lay speaker friends. They have been so marvelous in Buff's absence.    

Disciple Bible study has been around for quite some time and I dearly want to see it keep going... Every class I Disciple Bible study has been around for quite some time and I dearly want to see it keep going... Every class I Disciple Bible study has been around for quite some time and I dearly want to see it keep going... Every class I Disciple Bible study has been around for quite some time and I dearly want to see it keep going... Every class I 
have ever taught or participated in has be the highlight of my life at that time. I love ithave ever taught or participated in has be the highlight of my life at that time. I love ithave ever taught or participated in has be the highlight of my life at that time. I love ithave ever taught or participated in has be the highlight of my life at that time. I love it    , I try hard to live it, I search , I try hard to live it, I search , I try hard to live it, I search , I try hard to live it, I search 
my soul for more acceptance of His great love and forgiveness of my shortcomings.  His wonderful love comes my soul for more acceptance of His great love and forgiveness of my shortcomings.  His wonderful love comes my soul for more acceptance of His great love and forgiveness of my shortcomings.  His wonderful love comes my soul for more acceptance of His great love and forgiveness of my shortcomings.  His wonderful love comes 
through loud and clear during these classes and discussions. through loud and clear during these classes and discussions. through loud and clear during these classes and discussions. through loud and clear during these classes and discussions. It's indescribable, uncontainable, and unbelievable It's indescribable, uncontainable, and unbelievable It's indescribable, uncontainable, and unbelievable It's indescribable, uncontainable, and unbelievable 
until you try it for yourself.until you try it for yourself.until you try it for yourself.until you try it for yourself.    

My heart bubbles with joy, with each new knowledge I obtain through these studies. I encourage you to pray about My heart bubbles with joy, with each new knowledge I obtain through these studies. I encourage you to pray about My heart bubbles with joy, with each new knowledge I obtain through these studies. I encourage you to pray about My heart bubbles with joy, with each new knowledge I obtain through these studies. I encourage you to pray about 
it, fill in the form, drop it in the offering plate or office and see for yourself what is available to you. Make the com-it, fill in the form, drop it in the offering plate or office and see for yourself what is available to you. Make the com-it, fill in the form, drop it in the offering plate or office and see for yourself what is available to you. Make the com-it, fill in the form, drop it in the offering plate or office and see for yourself what is available to you. Make the com-
mitment and you will not be sorry, I guaranteed it!!!!mitment and you will not be sorry, I guaranteed it!!!!mitment and you will not be sorry, I guaranteed it!!!!mitment and you will not be sorry, I guaranteed it!!!!    

Use this page to sign up today!  If you have any questions about the classes, please give me a call or email me.Use this page to sign up today!  If you have any questions about the classes, please give me a call or email me.Use this page to sign up today!  If you have any questions about the classes, please give me a call or email me.Use this page to sign up today!  If you have any questions about the classes, please give me a call or email me.    

~Vera Walker~Vera Walker~Vera Walker~Vera Walker    

Technically we will offer any and all classes, but can only do the class if we have at least 10 people interested in 
the class. So we usually run two or three of the most requested classes. Circle at least two options and leave your 
sheet in the office. In late August we will go over request and set up classes for fall. We usually start right after 
Labor Day. 

I WOULD LIKE TO SIGN UP FOR:I WOULD LIKE TO SIGN UP FOR:I WOULD LIKE TO SIGN UP FOR:I WOULD LIKE TO SIGN UP FOR:    
(Check the ones you would be interested in.)(Check the ones you would be interested in.)(Check the ones you would be interested in.)(Check the ones you would be interested in.)    

    
    � � � � DISCIPLE I 34 weeksDISCIPLE I 34 weeksDISCIPLE I 34 weeksDISCIPLE I 34 weeks            � � � � DISCIPLE II 32 weeksDISCIPLE II 32 weeksDISCIPLE II 32 weeksDISCIPLE II 32 weeks    
    � � � � DISCIPLE III 32 weeksDISCIPLE III 32 weeksDISCIPLE III 32 weeksDISCIPLE III 32 weeks            � � � � DISCIPLE IV 32 weeksDISCIPLE IV 32 weeksDISCIPLE IV 32 weeksDISCIPLE IV 32 weeks    
    � � � � CHRISTIAN BELIEVER 30 weeks  CHRISTIAN BELIEVER 30 weeks  CHRISTIAN BELIEVER 30 weeks  CHRISTIAN BELIEVER 30 weeks      � � � � JESUS IN THE GOSPELS 30weeksJESUS IN THE GOSPELS 30weeksJESUS IN THE GOSPELS 30weeksJESUS IN THE GOSPELS 30weeks    
 

ShortShortShortShort----Term Classes:Term Classes:Term Classes:Term Classes:    

 � � � � Invitation to the New Testament � � � � Invitation to the Old Testament 

 � � � � Invitation to John    � � � � Invitation to Romans 

 � � � � Invitation to Genesis   � � � � Invitation to Psalms (10 weeks) 
 

**Leaders will be needed. We are not teachers, but leaders to keep the class on task. Anyone 
can do this, so please pray about this vital part of our education in our  church community. 

    � � � � I would consider leading a class.I would consider leading a class.I would consider leading a class.I would consider leading a class.    

 
Call, email, or turn this page into the church office 

Disciple Sign-up Sheet 
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 Katie Olson,  was over 95 years old when she wrote this letter to Mabel Hawkins.     Mabel's notes supply a few missing 
points to make this story even more heartwarming.  Apparently, Katie was the oldest of her siblings and worked at Simpson Pa-
per Mill for about $15.00 per week.  Her father remarried and sent three sisters and one brother to Katie for care and support 
(one can only wonder about this decision).  Mabel concludes her notes with:  "Katie never forgot deeds of Christian love shown 
her.  May we so live that someone may remember our deeds in future years".   
 I believe Mabel's conclusion deserves an AMEN!      Nancy Fulton 

Historical Moments 

September 21, 1984 
 

Dearest Mabel: 
 Since you are still one of us living members of my 1st Sun. School Class, I taught over 70 years ago in your Vicksburg Episco-
pal Church, I am sending this letter of unusual blessed memories to you.  You will know when to give it to the right person in your 
church.  It has been in my heart & mind to remember your VUMC in my very limited will.  I am eager to do this in my deepest ap-
preciation for the home my long ago Christian co-workers so faithfully provided for me and my 4 siblings. 
 To enrich your memories I should like to bring to your attention a few of these unusual Christian friends.  Notice, what 
seemed too impossible to me to undertake became possible when Our Heavenly Father was permitted to work through His fol-
lowers. 
 Mr. Frank Critz, a bank president, provided us with a clean house and very reasonable rent.  My Christian friends furnished 
those 6 rooms and shared their garden vegetables and fruits with us. 
 Mr. & Mrs. Richard Smith, with whom I lived the past 5 years took all of us in like grandchildren in a lovable & warmhearted 
way & guided our spiritual growth in special ways.  Within the following year our dear kindhearted Grandma Smith slipped away 
to meet her Lord & Master.  My! How we missed her!  Grandpa Smith was welcomed into the new home he & Grandma helped us 
create. 
 Then there were those unusually kind hearted Christian friends, Mr. & Mrs. Strong, our grocer, who out of the extra goodness 
of their Christian hearts promised to stand by us in case of illness or some other difficulty.  And this sure occurred during our 2nd 
year in our new home when Esther(18) married & I shortly thereafter was laid off at the Lee Paper Co.  What was there for Johnny 
(15), Mate (13), Cynthia (10), & me to do?  How dear old Grandpa Smith led us in prayer! 
 One July evening, 80-year-old Grandpa Smith, Johnny, Mate, Cynthia & I heavy heartedly walked across the streets of Vicks-
burg to the parsonage of our minister, Rev. & Mrs. Floyd Maynard’s welcome door.  Rev. Mayard asked, “But why did your whole 
family come way over here this evening?” Every one so eagerly answered: “Katie lost her job! What can we do?” At once our pas-
tor taught us to learn and pray: “Ask, and it shall be given you, seek and ye shall find: knock, and it shall be opened unto you.” 
Matthew 7:7.  Mrs. Maynard turned to the piano & began to teach us to sing, God Will Take Care of You.  Rev. Maynard also be-
gan to teach my siblings to pray from their hearts.  As we left our minister’s home both of them placed their hands on our shoul-
ders & said: “My wife & I will be guided by God, Our Father, & also be led by His Son, Jesus, as to what can be done for you.” 
 During the next 2 months Rev. & Mrs. Maynard prepared us to go forward with spirit-lifting courage.  They taught us support-
ing scriptures, more soul-lifting songs & always saying “Look up” & feel “Lifted up” prayers.  Still it was not easy facing this life’s 
situation as we truly prayed for courage. At last, just before Labor Day, 1917, Rev. Maynard brought us the strange news: “Katie” 
he said, “Get ready to move to Albion.  The Rev. David Reed, a retired minister, will help you meet all your moving needs.” He 
quickly added, “We also found a home in Vicksburg for Grandpa Smith with his long-time Christian friends, Mr. & Mrs. Dent.” 
 Here it was the Friday before Labor Day.  How will I handle my debts?  Then, right after the work whistle blew, my best girl-
friend appeared at our home & slipped into my hands a check of $300 and said, “My grandmother’s will was settled & I felt like 
giving you the tithe as Jesus whispered in my heart to do.”  It was like a rainbow pot of gold from heaven when we truly felt like 
we were “Lifted up” by Our Great Heavenly Father’s Hand.  On Saturday, our every debt was paid, Sunday we went to meet our 
many Christian friends in such glorious triumphant moods. Labor Day we moved, feeling so lost, to meet Rev. & Mrs. David Reed 
our totally new Christian friends who promised to care for Johnny, Mate, Cynthia & me, in guiding us in discovering another new 
Christian way of life in Albion in 1917.   
 Dearest Mabel, now you can begin to remember through those marvelous memories, for you and your mother quite often 
shared these years with us when we lived in Vicksburg & later when you came to Church gathering in Albion.  What wonderful 
memories! Now you must understand why it has been on my heart & mind to remember all of these grand Christian people who 
have so wonderfully blessed me with such helpful memories.  I feel so spiritually lifted to be able to remember your UMC, out of 
deep gratitude, in my meager will, it shares my grateful love. 
 With my long lasting marvelous enriched memories, Always, In His True Love, Katie Larscheidt Olson 



6 12:30pm UMW General Meeting ~ Spiritual Growth Study 
20 7:00pm Priscilla Circle at the home of Nila Nichols 
26  CWU ~ Women’s Equality Day ~ YWCA 
27 9:30am Executive Team Meeting—Planning Meeting for 2010 

August United Methodist Women 

Target has been added to our ever-growing list of gift cards!!  Please note that Target’s introductory 
rate of 1.5% has now dropped to 1%.  However, that is still 1% back to the church!!!!  How many of you 
shop at Target???  Aren’t there any brides or new babies you might know registered there???  You can 
purchase these cards in $50 & $100 denominations. 

VISA prepaid cards are also now available in $100 in addition to the $25 & $50!!!  It just keeps 
getting better!  You can use these cards ANYWHERE where VISA is accepted!  So, you can use 
them for just about anything!  They are like cash in your wallet.  Purchase them as gifts for the 

person you have no idea what to get for or use them for your everyday needs!!  We’ve got school shopping coming 
up!  Get your school supplies with a pre-paid VISA and help the church save!!!  VISA gives 2% back to the church 

Take advantage of these great cards ASAP!  Orders are placed the 1st and 15th of each month.  If you have ques-
tions or want to figure out more ways to use the cards listed on the enclosed order form, contact Trish VanTichelt, 
tvantich@vicksburgumc.org or 649-2343 x. 103.  All funds will help us to pay our 2009 Ministry Shares. 
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ScripCents Updates 

It’s A Boy! 

Congratulations to Hank and Tamra Stamm who are expecting a baby boy, due Dec. 7th.   

Mark your calendars for a baby shower to celebrate the coming of this new little joy! 

Join us October 4 following the 11:00 church service 

Sponsored by SPRC and Choir  

Labor Day Plans?? 

We are looking for additional families to join us camping Friday, September 4 through Monday, 
September 7 at the Pentwater Lake Michigan Camp.  Cost per family (up to 6 individuals) is 
$84 for the weekend. Please contact Diana Girolami as soon as possible if you want to attend: 
home phone 000-0000 or cell phone 000-0000. 

Keep on Sewing... 

If you enjoy sewing.  VUMC collects the Hat & Lap blankets for the Cancer Center YEAR ROUND!!  So grab 
a nice glass of ice water and sit out on the porch with some yarn and enjoy the sun while knitting some-
thing for those in need!!! 
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8/2 Karen & Paul Nichols 
8/4 Tasha & Tim VanRiper 
8/5 Janet &Vernon Noel 
8/7 Lynne & Tim Melvin 
8/7 Liz & Kelly Vermeulen 5 Years! 
8/8 Lisa & Brad Beams 
8/8 Kim & Tom Hardy 
8/9 Jolene & Ken Cron 
8/9 Sharon & John Wagner 
8/10 Lucile & Robert Miller 
8/11 Cande & David Vermeulen 
8/13 Jean & Lee Philport 
8/13 Charlene & Don Dailey 
8/15 Noreen & Burt Heikes 
8/16 Gwen & Shawn Breece 
8/17 Jennifer & David Polsinelli 

August Anniversaries 

8/1 Michael Hillenbrand, Trace 
 Slancik 
8/2 Sharon Philipp, Nancy Herson 
8/3 Kyle Manuszak 
8/4 David Miles, Julie Herson, Nick 
 Cron 
8/6 Martin Hoehne 
8/7 Betty Witcher, Chris Bush 
8/8 Don Dailey, Austin Linebaugh, 
 Kacey Miles 
8/10 Jason Boogholt 
8/11 Jan Walsworth, Nona Mattheis, 
 Elizabeth Page, Lorene Tichvon, 
 Cheryl Lee 
8/12 Iris McGahan 
8/13 Ciera Rance 
8/14 Pat Oswalt, Leslie Barton, 
 Wayne Fitzgerald, Vicki Oomen, David Penning 

8/17 Ashley Fitzgerald, Heather Fitzgerald 
8/18 Doug Smith, Brady Young 
8/19 Nancy Fulton, Daniel Zonyk, Sally  
 Kohler 
8/20 Susan McClish, Leigh Ann Paylor 
8/21 Bonnie Holmes, Rexalee Goecker, 
 Kara Nic 
8/22 Carol Lohman 
8/23 Brad Fenwick, Ronald Blanchard, Ed 
 Knapp, Chelsea Nimmo, Jeremy 
 Franklin, Marlie Hossink 
8/24 Mark Harrison 
8/26 Lavon Dorrance 
8/28 Jerry Fulton, Marlene Sherman 
8/30 Barbara Norris 
8/31 Jo Ann Cain, Jill Hamilton 

August Birthdays 

8/18 Kathryn & James Hillenbrand 25 Years! 
8/20 Lori & Steven Ensing  15 Years! 
8/23 Dorothy & Doug Smith 
8/24 Connie & Rick Miller 
8/25 Tamara & Kip Young 
8/28 JoDee & Fred Nelson 
8/29 Angela & Scott Johnson 
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Cartoon Corner 

217 S Main St 
Vicksburg MI  49097 

Phone: 269-649-2343 
Fax: 269-649-2538 
E-mail: reception@vicksburgumc.org 

Vicksburg United Methodist Church 

Alive in Christ, and it Shows! 

W E ’ R E  O N  T H E  WE B !  

W W W . V I CK SBU R GUM C . O R G  

Bible Quiz 

Christians consider themselves to be people with 
whom God has made a New Covenant. 

Which Old Testament prophet first spoke of the 
New Covenant?  Choose the correct name below: 

A. Isaiah 
B. Joel 
C. Jeremiah 
D. Obadiah 

Answer: C. See Jeremiah 31:31 

*Return Service Requested**Return Service Requested**Return Service Requested**Return Service Requested*    


